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Press Release
Gautam Buddha International Peace Award – 2011

for Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan

The Government of Nepal has decided to confer the first Gautam Buddha International Peace Award jointly to the Mayors of the Japanese cities of Hiroshima, Dr. Tadatoshi Akiba and Nagasaki, Mr. Tomihisa Taue based on the unanimous recommendation of the Management and Selection Committee of the Gautam Buddha International Peace Award 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki were completely destroyed by atomic bombs during the Second World War in August 1945. These cities stand as testimony to how nuclear weapons can cause unimaginable and inhuman horrors. The instant deaths of nearly 200,000 people, life-long illness and disability suffered by survivors, and the massive destruction of infrastructure caused by the atomic bombing have triggered a powerful global movement for peace and against nuclear weapons. On the other hand, the recovery and restoration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki from the ashes of the war to beautiful, modern cities, have inspired people all over the world to unite for peace and human solidarity.

Building on the work of their predecessors, the current Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have taken bold leadership to promote a world without nuclear weapons. In August 2010 which marked the 65th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Mayors Akiba and Taue organized a special Peace Memorial Ceremony which was attended by a large number of diplomatic representatives, including for the first time, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and the Ambassador of the United States of America to Japan. Since their peace movement without nuclear weapons had not previously been recognized by the victor countries of World War II, it can be said that the two Mayors have now succeeded to establish their peace movement as a mission of global solidarity. 

The two Mayors have also been leaders of a “Mayors for Peace” movement involving more than 4000 municipalities in the world, including two-thirds of all Japanese municipalities. All these Mayors have been great advocates of nuclear non-proliferation, reduction of military expenditure and disarmament. 

Working closely with like-minded nations, NGOs, and the United Nations, Mayors Akiba and Taue played a leading role to make the 2010 Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference a success, and have championed the widest possible acceptance of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). In doing so, the Mayors powerfully represent the dreams and sentiments of “hibakusha” the Japanese survivors of the atomic bombing, and millions of peace-loving people around the world who support the Nuclear Weapons Convention and call for the total abolition of nuclear weapons by 2020. 
The Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have encouraged various Governments of the World to take a stronger global role in support of nuclear disarmament, reduction of military expenditure and peaceful resolution of conflicts around the world.  Their efforts have been effective in promoting peace education among youth, and compassionate healing of  the hibakushas of their cities. 

The work and contribution of Mayors Akiba and Taue truly reflects and is consistent with Lord Buddha’s message of peace and non-violence. The Gautam Buddha International Peace Award for 2011 is therefore being conferred on them in recognition of their bold and visionary leadership for the promotion of world peace and human solidarity. 

Congratulating the two Japanese Mayors, Mr. Kul Chandra Gautam, Chairman of the Gautam Buddha International Peace Award Selection and Management Committee expressed his great delight that the Government of Nepal had approved the first such award to the highly meritorious leaders for their inspiring and exemplary work to promote world peace and non-violence. Likewise the committee extends its gratitude to Dr. Minendra Rijal, Minister for Culture and the Government of Nepal for the prompt decision and continuous support in this regard. 
The award, comprising a Gold Medal, a Certificate of Award and a cash prize of US$50,000 ($25,000 each to the two co-winners) will be conferred by the Right Honorable President of Nepal. The Award ceremony will be held in Lumbini, on the occasion of Buddha Jayanti on 17 May 2011. 
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